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Let it snow

Taylor Russell, 6, (above) revels in the first “snow”
of the season with her grandfather, David Russell, as
Main Street and Downtown Boerne are
transformed into a winter wonderland complete
with precipitation – thanks to the ice-making efforts
of strategically placed snow machines. Harrison
Rasmussen (above left), 6, has a handful of “hard
evidence” that it snowed for the start of A Hill
Country Christmas 2004, which offically began
Nov. 26.  Santa Claus and “the Mrs” (left) were on
hand to kick off the festivities, which continue with
Weihnacht’s Weekend, a German salute to the
holidays, starting at 6 p.m. Friday night.

Photos by Lauri Gray Eaton

By JUDITH PANNEBAKER
Staff Writer

Citing him for “willful and persistent
violations of canons of the Texas Code of
Judicial Conduct,” the State Commission on
Judicial Conduct (SCJC) in Austin has issued
“a public warning and public admonition”
against Kendall County Judge Eddie John
Vogt. 

Complete copies of the ruling were
obtained from SCJC Executive Director Seana
Willing on Monday, Nov. 29. Vogt testified
before the commission on Oct. 14.

DEFINING “JUDICIAL”
Claiming that his functions as county judge

were completely non-judicial, Vogt had filed
for an exemption from a state statute that
requires annual judicial continuing education.
He stated unequivocally that he did not and
would not perform any judicial functions.
However, according to the SCJC, since
assuming the bench in January 2003, Vogt has
performed numerous judicial functions,
including magistrating inmates at the Kendall
County Law Enforcement Center and

County judge 
hit with ruling
‘Willful & persistent’ 
ethical lapses cited

By JUDITH PANNEBAKER
Staff Writer

Lights, camera, action! Now
appearing at a theater near you, a big-
budget Hollywood film starring Kendall
County. Well, maybe … and maybe not.

WHIPPED CREAM REVENUE
“Filming can be a good revenue

stream,” said Kevin Walker, location
specialist for the Texas Film Commission,
“but the key is not to count on it.
Consider it whipped cream.”

Walker and Drew Mayer-Oakes of San
Antonio Film Commissions spoke to
members of the Kendall County

Economic Development committee at a
meeting earlier this month.

Steve Schmidt, owner of Enchanted
Springs Ranch on Hwy. 46 west of
Boerne, hosted their presentation because
the ranch, which features a complete
Western town, had been used as a
location for music videos, a documentary
and a made-for-television movie. “We
want to explore how to make Kendall
County more attractive to the film
industry,” Schmidt said. 

VARIED FACES OF TEXAS
Although the state film commission is

based in Austin, its tentacles reach
throughout the state. Walker said that the

state’s varied topography makes it
particularly attractive because it affords
filmmakers a range of available locations.
“When I pick up producers and directors
at the airport, they always say, ‘This isn’t
how I expected Texas to be.’ They usually
have a stereotypical expectation of the
state: dusty streets, Cadillacs with
longhorn hood ornaments, oil wells,
tumbleweeds.  So when we show them
the Lost Pines of Bastrop or the green
rolling hills of Kendall County, they’re
always pleasantly surprised.” 

Walker works closely with municipal
film commissions. “I can count on good
people for help in all the major cities. We
have ‘eyes and ears’ all over the state. If I

let people know, ‘I need a barn with a
Texas flag painted on it that’s located
beside a stream and a windmill,’
someone will be able to find it for me. Or
they’ll know where to come up with a
beautiful front gate for a truck
commercial.”

The film industry includes not only
major films, but also independent films,
documentaries, commercials, music
videos or even still shoots. However,
Walker warned committee members that
the film industry is a slump right now.
“It’s particularly difficult for people who
live outside a crew-based city, such as

Development committee explores Kendall County’s future in film 
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Digett, a growing Internet marketing

firm based in Boerne, is approaching the
end of the year with plenty of holiday
cheer after landing a contract with
singer-songwriter Jackson Browne.

The deal with Browne, whose hit
songs include “Doctor My Eyes” and
“Running on Empty,’’  is the latest in a
string of new contracts for Digett
(pronounced  “digit”). Besides national
clients like Browne and International
Channel Networks, the technology firm
recently launched web sites for several
thriving local companies, including

Joshua Creek Ranch, Texas Sinus Center
and Ahern Sales Co. of Kerrville. Digett
is in the completion stages of a new web
site for Coyle Engineering, a Boerne-
based civil engineering company.

“We talked to several qualified local
firms about taking our website to the
next level,” said Beth Coyle, CEO of
Coyle Engineering. “Digett’s proposal
was by far the best, especially with the
content-management capability. We
were able to check out their work on-
line and were very impressed with the

See JUDGE/ Page 9

See FILM/ Page 12

A little rain never gets a chili cook down. Shane
Salmon and other resilient types made do at a
damp Bergheim Market Days,  held “rain or
shine” Nov. 20 at O’Brien’s on Highway 46.

Chili weather
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nBoerne technology company inks 
deal with musician Jackson Browne

See DIGETT/ Page 5

Based in Boerne, Texas, The Hill Country View is the newest and fastest-growing
voice for this vibrant and rapidly expanding area. Serving nearly 30,000 residents in
communities as diverse as Boerne, Comfort, Kendalia, Fair Oaks Ranch, Leon
Springs and the Dominion, The View is now the Hill Country’s best choice for highly-
focused local news, sports, entertainment and business information. Much like the
communities it serves, the View takes a multi-faceted approach; comfortable in covering
stories as diverse as critical bond issues, upscale antique and art exhibitions, as
well as traditional Hill Country activities such as county fairs and livestock shows.
Because of this approach, The View has in a very short time earned the support of
the area’s governmental, business and community leaders, as well as a loyal and
growing group of paid subscribers. The Texas Hill Country is clearly the state’s most
exciting area and best example of successful growth with The Hill Country View
leading the way!
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DEMOGRAPHIC ANALYSIS

RACE
White........................80.5%
Black ..........................0.3%
Other ..........................1.3%
Hispanic Origin ..........17.9%

AGE
0 to 5 ......................5.48%
6 to 17 ..................19.74%
18 to 24 ..................7.72%
25 to 34 ................10.60%
35 to 44 ................14.24%
45 to 54 ................15.12%
55 to 64 ................10.62%
65 + ......................16.48%

HOME VALUE
Under $50K ..............5.41%
$50K - $100K ........10.59%
$100K - $150K ......33.94%
$150K - 200K ........19.49%
$200K - $300K ......19.28%
$300K - $400K ........5.29%
$400K + ..................6.13%

Circulation
by ZIP code

78006..................1,750
78015 ....................980
78013 ....................550

TOTAL ..................3,500

17ClickItSA.com

Address:

725 N. Main
Boerne, TX 78006
830/816-2828
Fax: 830/816-8900 
(News & sales)

Source: U.S. Department of Commerce - Census Bureau
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