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Publication Profile
The North San Antonio Times is a weekly paid-subscription newspaper serving San Antonio’s 

prestigious communities of Alamo Heights, Olmos Park, Terrell Hills and Monte Vista.

Officials continue to refine a proposed
demolition ordinance that would help pro-
tect cottage homes in the community, but
this week they took a major step toward
improving traffic in the northeast part of
the city.

The City Council unanimously awarded
a traffic engineer-
ing contract to
PBSJ Inc. to rec-
ommend changes
for the Sylvan
Hills neighborhood
east of Broadway
and north of
Castano Avenue to
the city limits at
Claywell Drive.

City Engineer
Joe Haynes told the council he solicited
bids from 30 firms across the state, but
received just one proposal by the Nov. 18
deadline.

Despite the limited response, he enthu-
siastically recommended awarding the
contract to the lone bidder and asked the
council to let him continue negotiations
with the company.

“It was a thorough proposal,” Haynes
said. “It was well-prepared.”

One of the principals in the local office
of PBS&J is former San Antonio Public
Works Director John German, who
attended the Dec. 9 session.

“They know San Antonio well and will
do a good job for us,” Haynes said.

The council last January accepted a
report prepared by Carter & Burgess Inc.
that concluded that traffic-calming
devices known as “chokers” had little or
no effect in the neighborhood. But since
then the city has installed temporary
“speed cushions” on Claywell and
Oakview Place that have helped discour-

age motorists from
using those streets
as a cut-through
route.

The latest effort
of residents to
seek solutions to
traffic and parking
problems in their
neighborhood,
especially near
Alamo Heights

High School, dates back more than five
years.

The Carter & Burgess study attributed
increases in cut-through traffic to expan-
sion in the area, such as the Alamo
Quarry Market shopping center at Basse
and Jones-Maltsberger roads.

Also during the meeting, the council
heard that VIA Metropolitan Transit is
planning “minor changes” in Alamo
Heights, but they asked VIA officials to
consider moving one bus route from
Claywell to alleviate traffic on that street.

Todd Hemingson, VIA’s vice president
of planning and development, gave the
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As state and local officials gath-
ered Dec. 9 to sign off on the Early
Action Compact, the words “extraor-
dinary” and “historic” were used a
few times in the Alamo Area Council
of Governments conference room. 

The terms, perhaps, were appro-
priate for authorities to describe an
action that has been long in the
making: committing the San
Antonio region to evaluation and
implementation of a Clean Air Plan
that emphasizes local control.

The EAC, developed by AACOG’s
Air Improvement Resources
Committee, is unique in the coun-
try. The Texas Commission on
Environmental Quality and the
U.S. Environmental Protection
Agency provided input during the
document’s formation. TCEQ
Chairman Robert Huston and EPA
regional Administrator Gregg
Cooke, along with representatives of
eight major city and county govern-
ments in the San Antonio
Metropolitan Statistical Area,

Mayor Brad Camp opened the
Dec. 9 City Council meeting with
a solemn statement of support for
the McFarland family and praise
for the city’s Police Department.

“As a city in this community,
our thoughts are with the
McFarland family, especially with
the three boys. We hope for the
best,” he said.

Arcadia Place resident Richard
McFarland reported his wife,
Susan, missing on Thanksgiving
Day, Nov. 28. However, she hasn’t
been seen since Nov. 25. The
Texas Rangers are investigating
her disappearance.

Camp went on to thank the
Police Department for their
efforts in the case. 

“I want to commend our Police
Department for all the work
they’ve done in getting other
agencies involved,” he said.

Also during the meeting, the
council adopted the 2003 budget
and considered other financial
issues.

First, they approved an amend-
ment to the 2002 budget changing
the revenue total to $4,042,774.

“This is $200,000 more than it
was a year ago,” City Manager
Cal Johnson said.

The council also adopted the
2003 budget, which projects

‘Corridos sin
Fronteras’

The Smithsonian Institution
exhibition “Corridos sin

Fronteras:A New World Ballad Tradition”
opens Saturday at the Witte Museum,
3801 Broadway.The opening event,
“Salomé Gutiérrez,A San Antonio Legend,”
at 2 p.m., features the composer of more
than 1,000 songs, many of them corridos.
The exhibition is a musical and visual jour-
ney through the 200-year history of the
corrido, the narrative ballad; it traces the
development of the corrido using photo-
graphs, posters, musical instruments,
broadsides and other memorabilia.The
exhibition is free with museum admission.

See page 10 for the North San Antonio Times’
complete This Week calendar.
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Council awards contract for traffic
improvements in Sylvan Hills area

BLUE CHRISTMAS

Photo by Lisa Corrigan

Alexandra Sanchez and her brother David give Blue Santa their Christmas lists at the Alamo Quarry
Market shopping center. Blue Santa came to the Quarry by helicopter Dec. 7 to collect toys and food for
distribution to families identified as needy by the San Antonio Police Department. He also visited his fans,
hearing requests for gifts and passing out candy canes.

Mayor praises
police’s handling
of disappearance

Authorities finalize
Clean Air Plan 
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“They know San Antonio
well and will do a good job
for us.”

— Joe Haynes
Alamo Heights city engineer
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What’s on

Circulation
Approximately 5,500 households every
Thursday (home-mailed, vending racks at
large area businesses)
Market Targets
Affluent consumers, retirees, families with
children, “empty nesters” and the area’s
powerbrokers, movers and 
shakers.
Audit
Annual – Circulation Verification Council
Publisher
Nancy Lipton
210/453-3332
nlipton@primetimenewspapers.com
Editor
Ginny Adams
210/453-3310
gadams@primetimenewspapers.com
Space Deadline:
2 p.m. Mondays
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Quick Facts

Honored by the Texas Press Association for “general excellence” among the state’s paid-circulation
newspapers, the North San Antonio Times is a vibrant, cutting-edge and often hard-hitting publication
serving the prosperous cities of Alamo Heights, Olmos Park, Terrell Hills and the upscale communities
of north San Antonio and the Monte Vista Historic District.  For almost 50 years the Times has informed
and entertained the area’s mover and shakers.  Not only does the paper boast news coverage that
ranges from investigative reporting to the latest city council meetings and the Alamo Heights School
District, it also features San Antonio’s society/pictorial column “Talk of the Town” and Alamo Heights
resident Brooke Connolly in “Slice of Life.” Additionally, we bring to you exciting features like “What’s
in Store” about fashion by Bonny Osterhage, “In High Spirits” articles on wine by Cecil Flentge,
“Changing Spaces” by various interior designers, “Taste of the City” which dicusses the many incredi-
ble culinary delights of San Antonio, and many other special sections including gardening, travel, the
arts, etc.  The North San Antonio Times also publishes legal notices for the cities of Alamo Heights,
Olmos Park and Terrell Hills.  The North San Antonio Times is an award-winning, well-respected weekly
that is a must-read for the city’s powerbrokers.
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Address:

17400 Judson Rd.
San Antonio, TX 78247
210/453-3300
Fax: 210/828-7896 (sales)
Fax: 210/828-3787 (news)
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DEMOGRAPHIC ANALYSIS

RACE
Asian ........................1.8%
Black ........................3.7%
White ......................83.7%
Other ......................10.8%
Hispanic Origin ........40.9%

AGE
0 to 5 ......................7.5%
6 to 17 ..................12.1%
18 to 24 ................10.8%
25 to 34 ................11.3%
35 to 44 ................15.5%
45 to 54 ................12.2%
55 to 64 ..................8.0%
65 + ......................22.6%

HOME VALUE
Under $50K ............10.8%
$50K - $100K ........25.2%
$100K - $150K ......33.9%
$150K - 200K ........15.5%
$200K - $300K ........8.9%
$300K + ..................5.7%

Source: U.S. Department of Commerce - Census Bureau
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